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IN MEMORIAM 

FREDERICK POLLOCK 

1845-1937 

SINCE the last number of the JOURNAL was published the Club has lost 
its oldest member by the death of the Right Honourable Sir Frederick 
Pollock, Bt., who died on January 18 in his ninety-second year. 
Born December 10, 1845, he became a member of the Alpine Club in 
1867, a year later than his lifelong friend, Mr. Justice Holmes, late of 
the United States Supreme Court, who was originally elected in 1866, 
and became an Honorary Member ; he died about two years ago. 
These two men were among the most distinguished of the many 
eminent men in different walks of life who have been members of the 
Club. Both were great lawyers, in many respects the most outstanding 
of their respective countries. Holmes, after being a Professor of Law 
at Harvard, became Chief Justice of Massachusetts, and later an 
Associate Justice of the United States Supreme Court. Pollock was 
all through his life primarily an academic lawyer ; he was pre-eminent 
in legal history and in legal scholarship, but he was especially a great 
legal thinker, ~ith a profound interest in the place of law in all the 
varied activities of life and a vivid devotion to its reform and its 
adjustment to the increasing complexities of modern affairs. His 
writings on law have become classics, and will continue to rank as such 
for many generations to come. But he was much more than a lawyer. 
To those who knew him he will always count as a fascinating and 
stimulating personality; his intellectual vigour remained unimpaired 
to the very end. I found no slackening of his energy when last I met 
him, not long before his death. He lived in close contact with social, 
political and practical affairs ; he was devoted to art, music and drama ; 
he travelled widely in Europe, India, Canada, the United States and 
South America. He had friends and correspondents all over the 
world. The extent of his international reputation is indicated by the 
many honorary degrees conferred upon him. Besides being an 
honorary D.C.L. of Oxford, and an honorary LL.D. of Cambridge, 
he was an honorary LL.D. of Paris, Edinburgh, Dublin, Harvard, 
Columbia and Oslo, and an associate of the Royal Academy of Belgium. 

A mere enumeration of the positions which he held would give little 
idea of the wealth and variety of his achievements. In 1933 he published 
a delightful volume of reminiscences entitled ' For my Grandson ' ; 
this little book gives a charming picture of his life. There is a short 
section dealing with his Alpine experiences. But many have read with 
fascination his pages on fencing, an art of which he was both an adept 
and a student, and on his early days in the Inns of Court Volunteers, 
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later the O.T.C. In this book also will be found glimpses of his 
love of art, memories of Wagner and of the great musicians, and 
memories of the drama, especially of the famous French players 
whom he saw and met. 

But in this brief notice I ought to detail the various land
marks of his career and the positions he held and the different works 
he published. These are mainly in the realm of Law, to which 
the major activities of his life were devoted. 

He was educated at Eton, where he was King's Scholar, and at 
Trinity College, Cambridge, of which he became Fellow in I868. His 
special studies there were classics and philosophy ; the latter study bore 
fruit in I88o in an admirable work on Spinoza, which was reissued in 
I9I2. He was called to the Bar at Lincoln's Inn in I87I, of which 
Inn he became Bencher in I9o6. In I9I I he was made a Privy 
Councillor. He became a K.C. in I920. So far as I know he never 
sought practice in the ordinary sense of the word, though his opinion 
was later frequently taken on important legal matters, and he was 
a member of the Royal Labour Commission in I89I-I894, and 
Chairman of the Royal Commission on Public Records in I9IO. In 
I9I4 he was appointed to the historical, though largely honorary, 
Judgeship of the Admiralty Court of the Cinque Ports. But his main 
life work was academic and literary. He was a Fellow of the British 
Academy, Honorary Fellow of Corpus Christi, Oxford, and of Trinity 
College, Cambridge. He was Professor of Jurisprudence at Oxford 
and at University College, London, and of Common Law at the Inns 
of Court. He gave the Tagore Law Lecture at Calcutta University, 
and courses of lectures on Law at Harvard and other Universities in 
the United States. 

Apart from some lighter writings, and some philosophical and 
political studies, his writings were principally on legal subjects. They 
were necessarily technical and written for lawyers. He might indeed 
be described as the lawyer's lawyer. It is difficult to explain the out
standing merit of these works to those who are not students of or 
practitioners in law ; these must all be familiar With what he had done 
in that field. I may, however, say that he initiated in England a new 
type of law book. In I876 he published his great work on the Principles 
of Contracts, a magnificent achievement for a young man within five 
years of his call ; a year ago he issued the tenth edition. In I 887 he 
published his equally famous book on T·orts (or actionable wrongs), 
of which the thirteenth edition appeared in 1928. These two works 
covered the principal area of the Common Law as it affects people in 
their ordinary and business life. They constituted a new departure 
because they combined with an accurate compilation of the case law 
(English Law depends on precedents) a scientific analysis of the 
principles to be elicited from the cases. No such achievement had 
hitherto been attempted in English Law. 

He drafted a partnership code, which shortly afterwards was 
enacted as the Partnership Act. He did great work in Anglo-Indian 



110 IN MEMORIAM 

Law. He also helped to found the Law Quarterly R eview and con
tributed to Law magazines here and in the United States many articles 
and papers, some of which have been published in collected form. 
No doubt in due course others will be collected and published. For 
forty years, from r895 to 1935, he edited the Law Reports. 

This catalogue, which is not complete, can give only a poor idea of 
his work. It may be said that he regarded English Law not as a dead 
collection of rules and cases, but as a living and progressive activity 
of the human spirit, striving in the service of justice. His great 
knowledge of the history of English Law, which was embodied in 
Pollock and Maitland's History, a work written in collaboration by him 
and his friend, the late Professor Maitland, was enlisted in the same 
service. He looked backward in order that he might look forward. 
But I have not attempted to exhaust his manifold work on legal topics. 

He was a man of the highest character, of the most devoted industry, 
a delightful companion to those who penetrated his shyness, a generous 
friend. He has left behind him not only the memories which his 
friends cherish, but works which will live for many years to come 
wherever English Law, or wherever the Common Law is studied. 

At this date, with all his old Alpine friends and companions gone 
from us, it is difficult to write of Pollock's career from a mountaineering 
point of view. In r867 he made with his brother Walter, also a member 
of the Club, the first crossing of the Fenetre du Tour ; in r868 the 
third ascent .of the Berglistock together with a new route from the 
S.W., as also the third ascent of the Kl. Schreckhorn, including a new 
route in the descent. In r869 he was on Monte Rosa with Douglas 
Freshfield and T. H. Carson. In 1872 Pollock climbed with his close 
friend, Walter Leaf, and among other ascents, an attempt on the 
Aletschhorn from the N . ended in a traverse of the Dreieckhorn by 
new routes up and down! In r886 he made, with A. J. Butler, a new 
descent of the Wilde Freiger in the Stubai by a route commonly 
attributed to Ludwig Purtscheller, who accomplished it, however, a 
year later. In I 892 he climbed Tucuche in Trinidad, reading a paper 
on the country to the Club (A.J. r6. 349- 56). His favourite guide 
was Peter Rubi (d. r88o), of whom he wrote a charming obituary 
(A.J. 10. 78-82). Pollock served on the Committee in r88r, was 
Librarian of the Alpine Club from r88r- 94, and it was owing to his 
interest and exertions that we now possess what is probably the most 
complete library of mountaineering books, ancient and modern, 
existing anywhere. His interest in the library and the Club generally 
persisted almost to the end ; he contributed a valuable review of an 
autobiography of Walter Leaf as recently as Vol. 44· He wrote the 
' Early History of Mountaineering ' chapter in the Badminton Series, 
edited by Clinton Dent. 

w. 
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Translated and abridged 

III 

WHEN in I 88 5 the portals of the Alpine Club were opened for 1-Ienri 
Brulle by Count Russell, the exceptional gifts of the subject of this 
obituary combined with his great mentality gave every indication of 
a distinguished Alpine career. ' You will maintain the honour of the 
Pyrenees,' wrote Russell when congratulating Brulle on his election ; 
while Charles Packe his seconder wrote, ' Personally, I am more than 
delighted that the attractions of the AI ps do not cause you to despise 
the Pyrenees.' In fact, the long and happy life of Henri B rulle was 
comprised and ever strengthened between the greater Alps and the 
more homely Pyrenees. 

Brulle was· born at Libourne on January 29, I 8 54, where his father 
was the notary. He underwent a very strict education, passed his 
examinations brilliantly and in 1874, at the age of twenty, received his 
full license de droit. 

rf"vo weeks later he was in the Pyrenees on the Vignemale together 
with his co-worker, the Count de Saint-Saud. This was a fortuitous 
ascent, for it was not till two years later after an excursion to the Pic 
de J er that we find the friends again together in the climbs of two other 
Pyrenean peaks, the N evielle and Pic Long. Tall and distinguished 
looking, refined in his tastes, a sort of northern calm repressed Brulle's 
ardently sporting tastes ; for fifty-two years he remained the most 
conscientious of hard workers at his quiet profession, broken only by 
comparatively short holidays. A fine horseman, he found that riding 
was an insufficient relaxation, so that in I 878 came the decisive moment 
of his life, when he met Jean Bazillac and Celestin Passet the first an 
excellent mountaineer, fond of adventure, became Brulle's best friend 
and companion ; the second, already well known, \Vas for twenty-five 
years his bold and faithful guide, his leader and the sharer of Brulle's 
renown.1 With these two mountaineers Brulle's passion for mountains 
grew more and more intense. 

For every year in succession the trio were to be found in the Alps or 
Pyrenees, avid for fresh conquests. At least fifty ascents were made, 
little known or new, throughout the length and breadth of the Pyrenees. 
But something was yet lacking to Brulle, and in I883 he turned to the 
Alps. From the Grand Som, Brulle and his companions viewed the 
Alps. Having accomplished the Tete des Fetoulles and Le Plaret, 
they made, on July 26, the fifth ascent of La Meije, the first without 
sleeping out. With Gaspard as mentor they became familiar with 
the use of the rope so commonly neglected in the Pyrenees. Ice axes 
were employed for the first time and saved their lives in a ' chute 

1 See M. Brulle's obituary of Celestin Passet, A.J. 34· 467- 8. 
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epouvantable ' in the descent of the Col des Ecrins. After the Aiguille 
du Plat, and the northern Aiguille d' Arves, they made acq.uaintance 
on August 11 with Mont Blanc. 'We had not known previously 
what mountains really were/ 

In I 884 Brulle returned to the Pyrenees. Alone and guideless, in 
a storm and attacked by two vultures, he climbed the Cerbillona and 
Vignemale, followed by twenty other ascents with Passet. In I885 he 
made his first winter ascent, Mont Perdu. During the following 
summer with the Gaspards and J. B. Rodier he was again in the Alps, 
accomplishing among others the ascents of the southern Aiguille 
d' Arves, the Dent Parachee, Grande Casse, Gran Paradiso and Mont 
Blanc from Courmayeur. With de Champeaux, Brulle made on 
August 2 the [ ?] sixth ascent of the Petit Dru, starting from Chamonix. 
He also climbed the Matterhorn and Dent Blanche. In I886, after 
a winter attempt on the Balaitous, he climbed Jungfrau, Monch, 
Finsteraarhorn, Monte Sissone, Disgrazia and Gross Glockner. 
With Michele Bettega as guide and de Champeaux as companion, he 
mad~ the ascents of the Pala di San Martino, Cimone della Pala and 
Sass Maar, while on September 4 they accomplished the second ascent 
of the Punta della Madonna, A.J. I3. 455-9. 

In I 887, after a further winter attempt on the Balaitous, Brulle was 
not climbing he married instead but 1888 found him once more 
in Gavarnie. There he became a centrist ; it was the heroic age for 
the Pyrenees. Brulle was the first in that limestone range to commence 
climbing easy peaks by their difficult sides ; one by one the great 
Cirque yielded all its secrets. On August 7, I 889, Celestin Passet 
boldly consented to lead Brulle and his friends, Bazillac and de Monts, 
up the Vignemale by the formidable Couloir de Gaube, the most 
difficult expedition in the Pyrenees. 2 For forty years no attempt was 
made to repeat the climb, which has since only succeeded by means of 
a rope thrown down the upper ice wall from above, or by variants on the 
rocky banks. Brulle first noted the sub-glacial waterfall which, from 
the Breche de Gaube, drains part of the discharge of the Glacier 
d'Ossoue. Passet had well said of this ice wall, unconquerable as it 
appears without mechanized aids which Brulle despised ' I hold 
the key in my pocket.' On August 9 the same party conquered 
Mont Perdu from the N. via the dangerous icefall, an expedition still 
considered severe and but rarely accomplished. 

Brulle henceforward made long voyages in the spring, returning 
each summer to the Pyrenees. In his pocket note-book, here repro
duced and which he always carried on his person, we note more than 
200 ascents, including his seventeenth of Mt. Perdu and nineteenth of 
the Vignemale. He has written in his quiet style, devoid of all airs 
and graces, a few narratives of his ascents in the C.A.F. Annuaire, 
Bulletin de la Section Sud-Ouest (Bordeaux), Bulletin Pyreneen, 
La Montagne and the ALPINE JouRNAL. The warm eulogies he pub
lished of Henri Russell and Celestin Passet show his warmth of feeling 

2 A.J. 20. 246-53, illustration facing 251. 
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to his friends. His note-book contains many charming and often 
beautifully executed drawings. 

In succession he visited Catalonia, the Balearics, Cumberland, 
where he made the ascents of Scafell and the Napes Needle, Wales, 
and the Isle of Wight. In Greece he visited Pantelichon, and he paid 
many visits to Italy, Austria, Portugal and Spain. In I8g8 he first 
experienced the charm of Scotland and made the ascent of Sgurr-nan
Gillean in Skye, later returning to Cumberland, where he scrambled 
up Moss Ghyll, the Keswick Brothers' Climb, Deep Ghyll, etc. 
After travelling in Tunis and Algiers he ascended Etna and visited the 

0 

... ' . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. . . .... .. . ... . .... ...... . . . ..... . . . . . ... ..... ' ... . .. . . .... .. . .. . .. . . . ~ . . . . . . . . .. . . . ' ...... ,, ... '•' . ... '·'•' .. ....... •.·.·- •:"' ........... ....... '"' .... y• ., ....... ,,. : ....... ....... ~ ........... .. u . ' • • ' · · •••••••• •••••• •. · ••• ··~ . 

. 

. .. 
• 
0 

' 

o, 

.. 
- . -:-: 

. . ···· ··}' . 
. . . . . ,. , _ ...... :· ... -: 

. , , , :· : . 0 '• · .. :. .. . •'. :::: 0 .: .. :._;;. o'. '';:::'::~~~·~i\::, '" ':\ 0 0 : 0 ::,·· ; 

·. . . . . . . ' .· . : 
. .·. . -· ' . 

0 • . 
0 

• 0 0 

0 • . ·. . .. 
0 

0 . . .. 
. ·. . . . . . :: . : 

00 0 
. . . . . 

0 0 

0 

0 

0 . 
0 

0 

' .. . 
' .; 

'• . . 

·. . . 
0 ° 0 . . .. : 

00 
:· 

0 o) 
.. ~ . . . . . . . . 

·: .. 

: :o:oo,:o:;:::::·~!i
00

:,o.:~i..';::o: ::: t ,: :::· ... '.: 
' . ····-.;.:-·- . . . "' 

. . 
00 0 

0 :: ::.- :0 00:~00 0 
:

0
;: :0~ 0 ;~to~ ~0 ~, 0 00~: 

0

:;000 0::~
00 

.. :;i--~~~o~~;;::Jo:~:: ,::~:: 
0

:;~:' :~;0:! l 
. •' ,_. . . ·<·· : . .· : .: . . : 

• , :. . •' ; . -: 
. ~ "· . • .· . • . :;:.~ .. . .· '•. : 

: ... · ·. . . : <·:~ . ... : 
•' • :: ,]0; • • .• • •• :~~ • • • .... : 

. . . . .·· . . : ~: . 

~}: . :;_: --~- :': . . :·· ~ : ·. -;:.: ......... :.:. ::: .... : ........ : .-:::-; :·.'., .. : ·~.::::;: ... ···:::: .... }· .... :·.: ... ;.: .:: .. ... :·: ~ : . : •' . : .... .;.. . . .... ..0 .. :: .. o·· ~ .. ,. 0 0.,:,00,·, .•• 0: :, ;,:•~ J":~;~r·o:~~:;j~:o~,.:~~:::·~;:i::~~;:;~~;~~:.L~:::.,o.o;::t~o'rJ::i::$ ~!~o~it;:J(~~·!~to:::!~:::ro;:: 0 • 

North Cape. He also knew Corsica, where he had made the ascent of 
Monte d'Oro, and in the Apennines had climbed the Gran Sasso d'Italia 
in April I902. 

In the Pyrenees his principal climbs, accomplished with Count 
de Monts, Count d' Astorg or the latter's son, Roger, are as follows : 

I 8go. Doigt de la Fausse Breche, Pies Crabounouse, Bugarret, 
Astazou by the N. Couloir, Pic de Tuquerouye, first ascents, together 
with Mont Perdu and Vignemale in one day. 

I89I. Tour de Gaulis, Pic de Fanlo, first ascents. 
I892. Variants on N. faces of Astazou and Gabietou. 
I893· Pointe de la Fenetre, Roc d'Estaube, first ascents. 
I894· Variants: Pic Rouge de Pailla, La Tour, Taillon (N. face). 
I89S· Pic du Midi d'Ossau from theW. 
I896. New routes on Mont Perdu and La Tour. 
I 897. Pic Occidental du Lac. 
I goo. 0 Pointe d' Astorg, crete du Millieu, Monts Maudits. 

VOL. XLIX. NO. CCLIV. 1 
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1901. Aiguille Orientale des Encantados, first ascent. 
1902. Tour de Campo, Basiero Ouest, first ascents. 
1903. Jumeau d'Astazou. 
1904-I9Io. Casque, Gabietou, Marbore, _La Tour, Pies de la 

Cascade, Tuco de Anu, new ascents including the discovery of the 
nationality of the Gave du Pau and of the legendary Lac de Marbore. 

From 191 I to 1913 he made three campaigns in the mysterious Posets 
region, where he discovered a world of unknown peaks, sharp aiguilles 
and unknown tarns. Deviating at times he made new routes or first 
ascents on the Aiguilles de Tramesane and Ratere, l\1onts Maudits 
and Aiguilles de Lhosas. Besides rectifying the maps such as existed, 
he made reconnaissances in the .Val and Peramo glens fifteen ascents 
and six new routes. In 1914, while preparing for another campaign, 
war broke out. During this period Brulle devoted his services to 
state duties and the Red Cross. He had the misfortune to lose his 
wife during the war period, while his son, Roger, was killed in action 
at Remincourt in March 1918, while serving as a second lieutenant in 
the 8th Cuirassiers. 

After the war the Pyrenees held too many poignant memories ; 
Brulle returned to the Alps to seek his 'Fontaine de Jouvence' 3 the 
sources of perpetual youth. Dividing his time between St: Gervais 
and Chamonix, Mont Blanc proved an irresistible attraction. His 
figure was hardly . bent, his eye was still that of a young man. In I 929 
two attempts resulted in Brulle reaching the Vallot hut and the Dome 
du Gouter respectively. In August 1930 he reached Les Tournettes, 
in August- September 1931 four attempts were stopped by bad weather. 
Brulle had no idea of making records, nothing but a burning love of 
the mountains, coupled with the enthusiasm of an adolescent ! On 
August 9, 1932, Brulle reached the summit of Mont Blanc 4 : on 
August 3, 1933, he accomplished his fourth ascent of the great moun
tain ; he was then in his eightieth year. His usual guides were the 
brothers Chapelland or Georges Orset. On July 30, 1934, a fresh 
attempt ended on the Aiguille de Gouter, but alone he walked from the 
Pierre Pointue to Montenvers by the Plan de 1' Aiguille, gaily leaping 
over a dozen crevasses on the Glacier des Pelerins. 

At the time when subscriptions were being requested for the French 
Himalayan Expedition, his wonderfully generous gift ro,ooo fs.
showed the interest he took in the attempt. ' If only I were 40 years 
old and had the leisure,' he wrote to me. His knowledge and under
standing of Himalayan questions were then unique in France. 

On July 27, 1936, Henri Brulle started for the last time for Mont 
Blanc. He was stopped for two nights by bad weather in the Tete 
Rousse. On Thursday, July 30, dawn appeared propitious. The 

3 Jungborn, by Guido Lammer, is translated into French under this title.
Editor. 

4 A.J. 44· 332- 3. During the Congres d'Alpinisme held at Chamonix 
during the end of.August, M. Brulle made or renewed several Alpine friend
ships, notably with Sir John Withers, Messrs. de Cessole, Montandon, 
Montagnier, Graham Brown, Bowen and Strutt. Editor. 
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party set out for the Vallot, the Bosses and its exposed ridge. At the 
Tournettes rocks hail began to fall, thick l:louds rolled up, adding to 
the great cold now exhausting Henri Brulle. Retreat was decided on 
to the Aiguille du Gouter. An enormous snowfall occurred in the 
night. ' The extraordinarily laborious, even dangerous, descent in 
powdery and unstable snow,' wrote Henry Brulle, ' was a splendid 
and sporting effort of the very best.' The Tete Rousse was found with 
difficulty and St. Gervais regained on the Saturday. ' Beaten but 
content, the failure on Mont Blanc in such conditions is better than 
success in fine weather .... I had made a true climb, moreover I have 
had to interrupt my letter to go and drink two bottles of Mumm, 
extra dry, with the guide-chef and my own two men. La vie est belle.' 

But Henri Brulle had demanded too great an effort of his powers, 
and this struggle of a week between Tete Rousse and Les Tournettes 
had fairly broken him. He went to hospital at Chamonix, where, 
cured of his frostbites and incipient pneumonia, his weakness yet 
remained extreme. Suddenly his condition became dangerously critical. 
Carved on the shapely shaft of his axe was his proud motto, In utrumque 
paratus. Brulle was indeed ready and the death now approaching was 
the one he would have chosen. Fine weather had come ; too late, 
alas. From his open window Mont Blanc appeared clear and shining. 
A great affinity seemed to reign between that splendour and the noble 
but faintly beating heart. The end came on August 29. 

Henry Brulle' s epic death will grieve all mountaineers. His was 
one of the finest of characters, he fell on the field of battle. And the 
whole Pyrenean -vvorld is filled with the loss of him who loved and 
cherished its mountains so profoundly. 

R. d'E. 

[Owing to pressure on our space, it is impossible to publish 
M. Raymond d'Espouy's touching obituary in its entirety. The 
original will be found in the Club Library. Ed£tor.] 

R. F. C. LEITH 

1854-1937 

BuT few of the present members of the Alpine Club can have known 
Leith, though he was cordially welcomed by old friends when he 
occasionally turned up at Club meetings. He never lost his interest 
in mountaineering, nor indeed in any of the many activities, physical, 
mental and artistic, which he so vigorously pursued throughout his 
long life. He collected many things, and among them china, on which 
he was a recognized authority, and some years ago he divided his 
extensive and valuable collection between the Birmingham Art Gallery 
and the Royal Scottish Museum in Edinburgh. 

Leith was intended by his father for the Law, but it was not long 
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before his inborn interest in science turned his mind to Medicine, 
and he graduated in Edinburgh in I 88 5, proceeding to the Member
ship and later the Fellowship of the Royal College of Physicians of 
Edinburgh. He specialized in Pathology, held junior posts and wrote 
papers, and in I 889 was appointed Professor of Pathology and Bac
teriology in the University of Birmingham, where, in addition to 
making a name for himself as a teacher and being sought as an examiner 
in many Universities and Colleges in England and Scotland, his flair 
for organization, his business ability and wide outlook were of great 
value in shaping the general character of the budding university. · He 
held his post till I 9 I 9, when he retired and was appointed Emeritus 
Professor, meanwhile contributing many articles to books and journals 
dealing with his subject. But Leith's interest in science did not end 
here ; it was indeed ubiquitous, and among other branches botany was 
prominent, and Alpine flora a specialized item. 

Not less was he active throughout his life in the realm of athletics. 
Well known in his youth in Scottish tennis and polo circles, he was 
always a keen golfer, and had played on most of the well-known courses 
in Great Britain, as well as at Cannes, where for many years he spent 
the winter months, and where his organizing talent was made use of 
in club management and in arranging competitions and matches. He 
died at his house at Gullane, where to the end of his days his slight 
figure was well known on the links. 

Leith began his mountaineering career in the middle 'eighties and 
was elected to the Alpine Club in I 889, under very distinguished 
auspices, being proposed by Dr. Paul Giissfeldt and seconded by 
F. F. Tuckett. In those days and in the 'nineties and later, he and 
his friend R. A. Robertson were well known and strikingly contrasted 
figures, especially at Zermatt and the Montenvers. Together they 
made a new route up the Aiguille du Moine, and they climbed widely 
in the central Alps and in Tyrol. His death removes a genial friend 
from a diminishing group of Alpine associates, and he will be widely 
missed in many circles, where his kindly nature made him a general 
favourite . 

C. W. 

IAN SAMUEL OSBORN 

I900- I936 

IAN OsBORN began his climbing career under the influence of the 
Reverend A. V. Valentine-Richards while he was an undergraduate 
at Christ's College, Cambridge, between the years I9I9 and I922. He 
thus belonged to the first wave of that fine series of Cambridge climbers 
who since the war have contributed so much to mountaineering and 
to exploration and have supplied a large proportion of the younger 
members of the Club. He often spoke of those early meets of the 
C. U.M.C. at Les Evettes and els.ewhere, meets in which the members 
made up in enterprise what they lacked in knowl~dge and gained their 
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experience, at singularly little cost of any kind, by vigorous personal 
contact with the mountains. 

When he entered the family steel business at Sheffield, of which he 
became a director in I927, he found many opportunities of climbing 
in the Lake District, in Wales and Skye, in the Alps both in summer 
and winter (for he was a good ski-runner), and finally in I935 in Norway. 
A business journey also enabled him to visit the Rockies in I933· He 
climbed both with and without guides, and was an efficient all-round 
man on rock and ice. One of his best expeditions was the Dent 
Blanche by the E. arete with Oscar Supersaxo, and he climbed more 
recently with Adolf Rubi of Grindelwald. 

Away from the mountains he rode keenly to hounds, and most . 
effectively fostered both music and drama in his native city. 

Ian Osborn's great quality in a mountain party was his unfailing 
friendliness and tolerance. He had the inestimable gift not just of 
' suffering fools,' but of suffering them with genuine relish ; he 
viewed other people's idiosyncrasies with a detached and kindly amuse
ment, and there was apparently no one with whom he ' could not 
climb.' This, with his cheerfulness, humour and generosity, made 
him an invaluable companion both on the mountains and at social 
gatherings ; to many who saw him for the last time at the Winter 
Dinner, his sudden illness and his death on December I9 leave a gap 
that cannot be filled. 

PERCY Z. COX 

I864- I937 

R. B. G. 

PERCY Cox was born in 1864, educated at Harrow, and joined the 
Cameronians from Sandhurst in I884, whence he was transferred to 
the Indian Staff Corps in I 889. 

In I899 he began his long service in Persia, especially in the Persian 
Gulf at Muskat and Bushire, becoming eventually British Resident in 
I909. In I9I4 Cox was appointed Secretary to the Government of 
India in the Political Department, but on returning to the Gulf he \Vas 
at once, with the outbreak of the war, sent as Chief Political Officer 
to the Indian Expeditionary Force ' D ' to Mesopotamia. He accom
panied the advance brigade to Bahrein, becoming High Commissioner 
at Baghdad on the capture of that town. In I 9 I 8, just before the 
Armistice, he was sent as British Minister to Tehran. In this capacity 
Percy Cox prepared the famous Anglo-Persian Agreement which came 
eventually to naught through the inscrutable actions of Lord Curzon. 

To his joy Cox soon returned to Irak, where he installed King Feisal 
on the throne at Baghdad in I92I. The Kingdom of Irak may be said 
to have been the creation of Percy Cox and his brilliant assistant and 
Oriental Secretary, Gertrude Bell. Never has Briton acquired the 
friendship of the Arabs to the extent that Cox did ; he was as silent as 
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they : his word and bond were recognized everywhere in Arabia to be 
as infrangible as his own personal honour and integrity, while his 
ascendancy remained supreme over the countless Chiefs and Arabs 
with whom he came in contact. His name and fame will live for all 
time in the Far East. 

Percy Cox was created a K.C.I.E. in 191 I, K.C.S.I. in I9I5, G.C.I.E. 
in 1917, and a G.C.M.G. on his retirement from public life in I922. 
His wife, who had faced with him the strenuous service of Empire in 
the hottest and unhealthiest climates of the world, was created a D.B.E. 
Their only son was killed in action in I 9 I 7, leaving behind a post
l)umous son now serving in the Royal Navy. 

Percy Cox served as President of the R.G.S. 1934-36, and Chairman 
of the Mt. Everest Committee 1934-37, resigning just before his death. 
While hunting with the Oakley Hounds on February 20 he was taken 
ill suddenly, dismounted from his horse and quietly expired. The 
world has paid a generous and well-merited tribute to the memory of 
a great Empire-builder, gentleman and friend, and in these inadequate 
lines it is but just to recall his close connection with the Alpine Club 
through the R.G.S. and the Mt. Everest Committee. As Chairman 
of the latter, his equity, vision and judgment, uninfluenced by small 
-infinitely small outside politics, enabled the strongest team yet 
available, under the best leadership, to renew the assault on the 
mountain in 1936. To the R.G.S., Sir Percy Cox's services were 
equally invaluable. 

To Lady Cox we would offer our very deep sympathy. 
E. L. S . 
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